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Our Associate Editor 


Awarded George Washington 
Honor Medal 


We feel that all our readers will rejoice 
with us in hearing that our Associate 
Editor, Dr. L. Nelson Bell, was awarded 
the George Washington Medal by Free- 
doms Foundation at Valley Forge, Penn- 
syivania, on February 22nd, for his Journal 
editorial, “While Men Slept!” 


Many readers of this Journal are unaware 
of the fact that the Associate Editor, Dr. L. 
Nelson Bell, is not a minister. He is a 
surgeon, a very busy one with one of the 
largest surgical practices in the city of 
(Asheville. 


Dr. Bell writes because of his deep inter- 
est in and concern for the work of God's 
Kingdom and from a background of deep 
and rich Christian training and experience. 
Some years ago he came face to face with 
the tragic effects of rationalistic philosophy 
and higher criticism and he faces these 
issues today frankly but with genuine love 
in his heart. 





—H. B. D. 
DR. L. NELSON BELL, M.D., F.A.C.S. 
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EDITORIALS | 
Don’t Sell Us Short! 


One of our most outstanding pastors, a man 
who has never in any way been identified with 
this Journal, but who is thoroughly sympathetic 
with the main objectives for our church which 
we have consistently maintained writes as fol- 
lows: 


“I see where the members of the pro-union 
leadership are talking about a thorough educa- 
tion of our people on the facts that face them 
in union. If our Boards will put on a thorough 
program to sell our people what we are doing 
as a church, we need not worry about what 
they will say for the union cause. 


“One of the subtle results of the pro-union 
propaganda is to lead many of our young 
preachers and young leaders of the church to 
feel that we as a church are inadequate. There 
has developed a feeling of inferiority from the 
standpoint of their view of the church and they 
always seek to find out how the USA church 
does a thing before they want to have a mind 
of their own. 


“But somewhere along the line we want to 
return to the emphasis upon the integrity and 
ability of the Presbyterian Church U.S. and its 
right after 94 years to take its place among the 
great Churches of America.” 


The membership of our church needs to 
realize that the program of our church is world- 
wide and no more sectional or provincial than 
any church. Furthermore, God has blessed what 
we are doing and there is no need to look else- 
where for either leadership or for effective 
techniques with which to work. 

There is no reason to sell our church short. 


—H. B. D. 


“While Men Slept!” 


Last Summer newspapers and magazines all 
over America were requested to submit out- 
standing editorials, cartoons and articles to the 
Freedoms Foundation, Valley Forge, Pa., for 
consideration in making awards for outstanding 
contributicns to the life cf America. 


Without his knowledge we submitted cne ol 
Dr. Bell’s editorials. Much to our gratification 
this editorial received a high award, the George 
Washington Honor Medal. This was announced 
by the Freedoms Foundaticn at Valley Forge 
cn February 22nd. 


\t that time the Foundation made its top 
award to Evangelist Billy Graham, one of the 
greatest honors which can be conferred on an 
individual today. 


Not until the day of the awarding of honors 
did the Foundation’s officials know that in 
honoring Dr. Bell they were honoring the 
father-in-law of Dr. Graham. 


Since the newspaper publicity attendant to 
this incident this office has been besieged with 
requests for copies of the editorial in question. 
Published originally in our issue of October 
7th, 1953, we herewith publish it again. See 
pages 7-9. —H. B. D. 


The Source of Confusion 

In every phase of Protestant effort today con- 
fusion is to be noted in varying degrees. The 
pulpits of America present a mingled assort- 
ment of messages ranging from neo-unitarian- 
ism to strictest authoritarianism. The classrooms 
of seminaries and church-related colleges abound 
with teaching about “religion’’ which varies 


from rank paganism to hyper-orthodox con- 
Under the head of religious litera- 


servatism. 
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ture will be found blatant denial on the one 
hand and warm Christian faith on the other. 


Why this confusion? 

A minor consideration has to do with indi- 
viduals who present personality problems 
which make it impossible for them to agree 
with any one and who must hoe a lone row. 
In this number are iconoclasts who accept no 
set religious formula and their Christian coun- 
terparts who accept no organization or leader- 
ship other than their own, and who often be- 
come “Directors” of their one-man enterprises. 


But, we are not concerned with these fringe 
elements, either on the extreme left or the ex- 
treme right. 


Our concern has to do with the fact that 
within the great Protestant denominations there 
exists the greatest confusion as to the basis of 
faith and the content of the Christian message. 
This was clearly in evidence at Evanston last 
Summer. To some it is the “glory of Protestant- 
ism” that such differences can exist within the 
same framework. But, a close examination of 
the things on which there is such a wide cleav- 
age of opinion shows that often these have to do 
with the very nature of Christianity itself. 


Translated into the realm of sport, where 
the analogy can be easily understood, we have 
players, supposedly on the same team, trying 
to play the game under two separate and 
mutually exclusive sets of rules. 


Ihe evangelical accepts the record and the 
rules set down in and by the Scriptures. He 
accepts this record as having come by divine 
revelation and he believes that this requires 
obedience, even blind obedience. But, he also 
knows by experience that such obedience pays 
off by a faith which becomes reality, and by 
a power in Christian work and inner personal 
lite which is supernatural in its origin. 


The liberal, on the other hand, refuses to 
give ultimate allegiance to divine revelation. 
He believes this revelation is relative, not ab- 
solute; that it is incompatible with the modern 
philosophy of learning, and that for divine 
revelation there must now be substituted 
human reason. These, “ever learning, and never 
able to come to the knowledge of the truth,” 
browse from one religious teacher and writer 
to another, confused in their own minds and 
begetting heart-hunger in those to whom they 
minister but whom they never really satisfy. 





The evangelical, with all of his failings, tries 
to present the Christ of the Scriptures as the 
central theme of his message. He is (or should 
be), concerned over world problems - social, 
political, economic - national and international. 
But, he believes that his first responsibility is 
to bring individuals into a right relationship 
with God through Christ, His eternal Son. In 
doing this he unswervingly and without apology 
presents the whole counsel of God, taking as 
his infallible rule the entire Word of God. 


The liberal, often with a burning social pas- 
sion, seems less concerned that man shall have 
a personal and transforming vertical experience 
with God through Christ’s redeeming power 
from sin, and far more concerned about the 
horizontal relationship of man with man, tak- 
ing as his thesis only those parts of Holy Writ 
which conform to human reason and which 
support his social program. 


Confusion therefore has resulted. Confusion 
because some accept the complete reliability 
and authority of the Scriptures, while others 
believe in only parts of the Record - those 
amenable to human reason - and in an authority 
of only limited scope. 


To some the above may be an oversimplifica- 
tion of a serious situation which obtains in 
Protestantism. But these observations are basic- 
ally true and they are tremendously important. 


To the evangelical we have the rules - and 
they are binding. In fact, he will stake his mes- 
sage, even his very life, on them. 


This position may be challenged but it is 
sustained by the history of the Christian Church. 
Furthermore, the evangelical has the witness in 
his soul and spirit that the Scriptural record, 
empowered by the presence of God’s Holy 
Spirit, is not only the anchor of the soul - it is 
the only message with power. —L. N. B. 





Glasgow—Now 
God is already working in Glasgow. Reports 
received in this office from the official head- 
quarters of the All-Scotland Crusade tell of 
souls already under conviction of sin, of multi- 
plied evidences of the work of God’s Holy Spirit. 
We are also in receipt of lengthy communica- 
tions from the special committees which have 
organized prayer groups in the Glasgow areas, 
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as well as in other parts of Scotland, asking 
this Journal to solicit the continued prayers of 
our readers. Already over 20,000 people in Scot- 
land are organized in prayer groups, with the 
number increasing daily. 


The Campaign, sponsored by the Church of 
Scotland (Presbyterian), the Anglican Church 
and the “Tell Scotland’ Movement, has already 
presented a most difficult problem - how to care 
for the tens of thousands who wish to attend 
the meetings but for whom no adequate space 
can be made available. Telephone relays are 
being set up to churches and auditoriums all 
over Scotland (and also England), where thou- 
sands can hear and participate in the meetings 
although they cannot see the speaker. Closed 
television circuits have been set up for addition- 
al auditorium space in Glasgow. 


At the same time, it is known that certain 
left-wing elements are unhappy and may try 
to oppose the meetings or the evangelist. Also, 
on the Continent, Communist papers in East 
Berlin have already started the basest kind of 
smear campaign. Attempts to “frame” the 
evangelist may even be made. 


All of these anticipated blessings - and prob- 
lems - make it imperative that Christians unite 
in prayer for Billy Graham, for the members 
of his team, for the local committees which are 
working so hard and so effectively, for the Chris- 
tians in Great Britain, and for the millions who 
do not know Christ as Savior and Lord. God 
performed a miracle in London last year. He 
can and will do it again in Scotland and Eng- 
land and on the Continent but the condition 
of outpoured blessing remains the same - the im- 
portunate and continued prayers of God's 
people. 


“My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my 





expectation is from Him.” —l,. N. B. 
Sola Gratia 
These words mean BY GRACE ALONE. 


They constitute one of the great slogans of the 
Reformation, one which stands with Soli Deo 
Gloria and Sola Fide as the watchwords of that 
great movement. Each of the three, properly 
understood, testifies that salvation is of the 
Lord. All the glory of saving sinners belongs 
to God. He did it of His grace alone; and we 
receive it solely by faith—‘the empty hand of 
the beggar that putteth on Christ for justifica- 
tion.” 


Grace alone is seen first of all in God’s elect- 
ing love as that is set forth in Ephesians 1:3-8. 
God chose us before the foundation of the 
world, that is, before we were, and consequently 
before we could have had any worth. More than 
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that: He chose us sinners to be holy and with- 
out blame before the all-seeing eyes of God. 
And we can be that only as we are seen and 
chosen in Christ. In this blessed love God pre- 
destined us to the adoption of sons through 
Jesus Christ unto Himself. “In adopting us, 
therefore, God does not inquire what we are, 
and is not reconciled to us by any personal 
worth.” (Calvin on Ephesians). God elected us 
despite the fact that there were no conditions 
or causes in us moving Him to elect us, as our 
Westminster Confession says in chapter III, 
par. 5. 


In Ephesians 1:6-8, “Redemption through 
His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses” 
stands in a setting of grace: “unto the glory 
of His grace” which “He graciously bestowed 
upon us in the beloved”, “according to the 
riches of His grace.” And Ephesians is typical 
of the rest of the New Testament. In Romans 
3 we are justified freely by His grace through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. Our 
Lord Himself said that He came not to call 
the righteous but sinners to repentance. Tim- 
othy reminded that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners of whom I am chief; and 
in Romans God commends His own love to 
us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died 
for us. Yes “when we were hateful and hating 
one another, then the kindness and love of 
God our Saviour toward men appeared.” 


In the New Testament, redemption is not 
based on values that we possess, but on God's 
gracious love to unworthy sinners, to rebellious 
men, to wicked transgressors. If one runs past 
the main drive of the teaching to a discussion 
of values, then a man is worthy more than a 
sheep, a woman than the ox that is led to 
water on the Sabbath, the demoniac than the 
herd of swine, the disciples than many spar- 
rows. But lest we take these and other signs 
of man’s being crowned with glory and honor 
to mean that he is the highest of all values, 
Psalm 8 and Hebrews 2 tell us that man was 
made a little Jower than the angels. And com- 
pared with the Living God, all flesh is grass 
and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower 
of the field, Isa. 40 and I Peter 1:24. 


When we open the second chapter of 
Ephesians and read the account of God's 
actually saving sinners it is again: By GRACE are 
ye saved. The blackness of man rises before 
us in verses 1-3: dead in trespasses and sins, sub- 
ject to the Prince of evil, by nature the children 
of wrath. Conversely, God’s attitude is “rich 
in mercy,” and this is based not on our worth 
but on His love, thus: “On account of His great 
love wherewith He loved us.” 


It is of grace, not of works that we are 
saved. It is not our working—not even faith 
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considered as our work—all of salvation includ- 
ing our faith is a gift of God. We are God's 
workmanship - God’s doing, God’s poem - cre- 
ated in Christ Jesus. 


We conclude with Calvin’s praise of our 
gracious Lord: 
“I greet Thee, who my sure Redeemer art, 


My only trust, and Saviour of my heart! 
Who so much toil and woe 

And pain didst undergo 

For my poor worthless sake; 

We pray Thee from our hearts, 

And idle griefs and smarts 

And foolish cares to take.” 


—W. C. R. 





LETTERS 
The Editor: 
An open letter to the anti-Union leaders— 


In your communications you speak of your 
victory over the pro-Union forces. You have 
won a victory. You have won a victory by 
spreading fear and doubt through the Assembly 
and by engendering suspicion between men of 
goodwill and by willfully and maliciously dirty- 
ing the reputation and character of honorable 
men. You have won by appealing to every 
known weakness and prejudice of the people of 
the South. Instead of building up you have torn 
down. 


You have won a battle but you have lost a 
war. You have placed your cause completely 
beyond the reach of victory. When the tactics 
you have used are seen by the people you be- 
guiled they will look upon you in scorn. God 
in His wisdom has allowed the forces of division 
and blindness and self righteousness to win that 
your works might be seen and that you might 
be held to them by bars of iron. For the mark 
of this unholy victory is upon you and no water 
can wash it away. You have committed an 
offense in Israel. Jesus said, “Woe unto the 
world because of offenses, for it must needs be 
that offenses come; but woe to that man by 
whom the offense cometh!” Is it allowable to 
say, “Thus Saith The Lord?” or shall we just 
raise the question and let history confirm it. 

ROBERT D. DAFFIN 


First Presbyterian Church, 
Hallstead, Pa., Franklin Hill, Pa. 





Rather than boast of a “victory” there has 
been profound thankfulness that a respite has 
been given to enable all of us time to return 
to the emphasis we believe God would have 
foremost in the Church. Mr. Daffin’s letter does 
nothing to decrease this thankfulness. 


Ed. 
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The Sacraments 
Gordon H. Clark, Ph. D. 


On one occasion a friend and I visited some 
Lutheran professors. Perhaps they had not re- 
ceived many Calvinistic visitors, or perhaps 
they merely wanted to get the conversation 
started; but at any rate one of them asked what 
were some of the differences between Calvinists 
and Lutherans. Since we were not on a polemic 
mission, it did not seem wise to mention any 
major topic of contention such as predestina- 
tion or perseverance; so I sought for some ob- 
scure technicality and remarked that Calvinists 
do not accept the theory of the communicatio 
idiomatum. (This is the theory that the qual- 
ities of Christ’s divine nature can be attributed 
to his human nature.) But instantly, one of 
the gentlemen, a professor neither of philosophy 
nor of theology, but of history, replied that 
a denial on this point would undermine the 
whole Lutheran view of the sacraments. At such 
immediate penetration, my esteem of Lutheran 
scholarship, already high, soared still higher. 
But it struck me as a great tragedy of history 
that Lutheranism has tenaciously held to the 
one point at which Luther differed from the 
Calvinists, while at the same time it has de- 
parted from Luther on the many points of 
agreement. 


In attributing to Christ’s human nature, par- 
ticularly to his body, the divine attribute of 
omnipresence, the Lutherans maintain a view 
of the Lord’s Supper that is not far enough 
removed from the very objectionable Romish 
view. The Lord’s Supper and Baptism will 
each be discussed in the following articles; 
but with respect to all their sacraments the 
Romanists hold that the effect is, one might 
say, automatically produced if the sacrament is 
properly administered. The water itself regen- 
erates and the physical body of Christ nourishes. 


On the contrary, the Westminster Confession 
says that “Sacraments are holy signs and seals 
of the covenant of grace.” This is in full accord 
with Paul’s warnings to those Jews who trusted 
in circumcision. “Circumcision verily profiteth, 
if thou keep the law; but if thou be a breaker 
of the law, thy circumcision is made uncircum- 
cisism . . . For he is not a Jew who is one 
outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which 
is outward in the flesh (Rom. 2:25-29). 
And to the same effect: “Let a man examine 


himself, and so let him eat . . . for he that 
eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 
drinketh damnation himself .” (1 Cor. 


ll: 27-31). 


Furthermore, in Romanism the proper ad- 
ministration of a sacrament, and therefore its 
efficacy, depends on the intention of the priest. 
Unless the priest has the secret intention of 
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doing what the Church intends in the definition 
of the sacrament, the thing does not work. Now, 
there was a priest who came to rebel against 
the whole system of his church. He came to 
have a hatred of religion. While in this state 
of mind, according to his later confession, he 
baptized many infants with the intention, not 
of doing what the Church defined, but of 
sending them to hell. Of course the priest is 
hardly to be commended for such evil inten- 
tions, as he himself later came to see; but con- 
sider the position of the Roman church which 
deprived these infants of regeneration by mak- 
ing a valid baptism to depend on the priest. 
On the Romish view a priest may outwardly 
pronounce every word and perform every action 
prescribed by the ritual, and the recipient may 
fulfill every condition required of him; yet if 
the priest has the wrong intention, the wor- 
shipper goes away destitute of the grace he 
thinks he has received. 


How ‘different is the position of Paul, of 
the Reformers, and of the Confession. “The 
grace which is exhibited in or by the Sacra- 
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ments, rightly used, is not conferred by any 
power in them; neither doth the efficacy of a 
Sacrament depend upon the piety or intention 
of him that doth administer it, but upon the 
work of the Spirit, and the word of institution, 
which contains, together with a precept author- 
izing the use thereof, a promise of benefit to 
worthy receivers.” 





ANGLERS 


(By the Editor of The Testament 
for Fishers of Men) 


Lesson No. 98 
“THE MOUNTAIN” (Mark 11:23) 


Accompanying my pastor on a soul-winning 
visit, inspired in me the desire and purpose to 
make an effort to win somebody. I asked the 
Holy Spirit to guide me to the right prospect, 
and immediately came to my mind a young man 
in the congregation whom I had heard was not 
a professing Christian, though his father was 
an elder and his brothers and sisters were active 
in the church’s work. He was always at the Sun- 
day morning service in the family pew, and ] 
learned this was keeping a promise to his mother 
who had recently died. I began to cautiously 
inquire and further learned that his father had 
earnestly pleaded with him to accept Christ and 
join the church; also that his pastor had talked 
with him and prayed with him about it, but 
he had steadfastly resisted. Then I thought 
well if these who knew him so intimately had 
failed how could I, a comparative stranger, hope 
to do anything with him? But the Spirit kept 
saying “You go and win him.” I went to the 
store to see him. He was the main salesman 
in his father’s popular grocery store, quite a 
favorite with the customers; and each time | 
went I found him busily engaged. He was a 
very attractive fellow, about 30 years old; every- 
body liked Frank. Then I learned something 
that convinced me I was on a “fruitless trail.” 
When his saintly mother died, all the family 
were gathered in her room, including Frank. 
Just a few minutes before she passed away she 
called Frank to the bedside and said, “O Frank 
I do want you so much to be a Christian; all 
the family, except you, I can expect to meet in 
Heaven; won’t you surrender your heart now 
to Jesus, so I can know I will meet you there, 
too?” And Frank turned away from his mother 
and leaned his head against the wall, refusing 
her dying request. When | heard that, I said 
to myself I would be a fool to try to do any- 
thing with him when he had turned down an 
appeal like that. But the Spirit would not let 
me alone; He kept saying “You go and win 
him.” The thing haunted me night and day. 
I would awake in the night with the thought 
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| might be responsible for a lost soul. I went 
to Frank’s home the next Sunday afternoon, 
hoping I might find him alone, as there seemed 
no chance to talk to him at the store. But they 
told me he was asleep, and I didn’t wonder, for 
he worked very hard from early morning to late 
at night during the week. He was never at the 
evening church service. Finally I decided to 
go to the store and back to the rear where 
they stored the “side meat” thinking Frank 
would have to come back there sooner or later 
to cut it for a customer. Sure enough he came, 
but the customer came with him. So that was 
that. I went on down to my office a half block 
away, sat down at my desk with my head in 
my hands, asking the Lord what to do; if I 
must talk to this fellow - where and how? When 
I looked up, the telephone on the desk seemed 
to motion to me. I wouldn't advise anybody to 





use the tlephone on such a delicate matter as 
this, but something moved me to take down 
the receiver and call the store number, not know- 
ing just what I would do. Frank answered. I 
said, “Frank, I’ve got to see you right away, can 
you come to my office?” “Why, he answered, 
“I’m right in the middle of the morning orders.” 
“I know it,” I said, “I was there a few minutes 
ago and saw how busy you are, but I’ve got 
to see you; it’s very important - to you, and 
me, too. 1 won't keep you but three minutes.” 
He said, “I'll be there right away.” Then I 
prayed hard to know what to say. In less than 
two minutes I heard him coming up the steps 
and the next instant he was standing in the 
door with an interrogation point all over his 
lace. 


(To be continued in Lesson No. 99 - next issue) 





While Men Slept 


By L. Nelson Bell, M.D., F.A.C.S. 


Reprinted from October 7, 


1953 wssue of 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


This article is not written to or about any 
particular denomination or church. It is written 
to the Protestant Christians across America 
with the prayer that some who read it may 
stop and consider that which is taking place 
within the ranks of Protestantism; a_ process 
which if permitted to continue, will in large 
measure destroy the effective witness and power 
of the Christian Church. 


The destructive critical view of the Bible has 
become so widespread and is so generally taught 
and believed in Church-related institutions in 
America that the average student graduating 
from these schools has had his faith in the full 
inspiration and authority of the Scriptures either 
greatly impaired or completely destroyed. This 
is particularly true in the North but it is also 
spreading to the South, although in both areas 
there are happy exceptions. 


As a result, unless they had a_ thoroughly 
grounded faith in the Bible before entering 
these institutions many now go out into Chris- 
tian work without a vital message. They are 
forced to substitute reason for faith, reforma- 
tion for redemption and a program for a Person. 
Che source of power is thought to be in organi- 
vations and numbers rather than in the Holy 
Spirit and the one weapon designed as the 
offensive instrument against Satan, and against 
which he has never been able to stand,—The 
Sword of the Spirit, The Word of God,—has 
become, to these victims of higher critical in- 
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doctrination, a largely human and man-made 
book, to be accepted only in part, with other 
parts “interpreted” so that its meaning is lost 
and its power nullified. 


It is safe to say that Satan’s greatest victory 
began when he implanted in the minds of Adam 
and Eve doubt as to the truthfulness of God’s 
Word, (“Yea, hath God said?’”’), and he con- 
tinues his work today in the class room of Dr. 
I. Doubtit, through the writings of Professor 
W. E. Know-better, and from the pulpit of 
Dr. Will Knott Believe. 


Just how far has rationalistic unbelief infil- 
trated theological thinking and teaching today? 
Certainly the great majority of Christian leaders 
believe most of the great doctrines of the Church 
but apparently an increasing number have had 
their confidence in the Bible so greatly shaken 
that they hold impaired views with reference 
to truths which are a part of the Christian faith 
and without which teaching and preaching is 
lacking in transforming power. 


Held in question are doctrines having to do 
with the reality of sin, eternal punishment, the 
personality of Satan and the efficacy of prayer. 
The God of the Old Testament, we are told, 
is not the same God found in the New Testa- 
ment. Many affirm belief in the Deity of our 
Lord while at the same time they question 
His Virgin birth, the reality of His miracles. 
His vicarious atonement for our sins through 
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His blood shed at Calvary, 
tion and the reality of 


His bodily resurrec- 
His eventual return in 


power and glory. True, few would question or 
deny all of these doctrines, but many have 
doubts about one or more, although all are 


clearly taught in God’s Word and are a 
of most evangelical creeds. 


pa rt 


Where has this unbelief come from and why 
is it so widespread today? Protestant Christen- 
dom has been asleep and during our sleep the 
enemy of souls, under the guise of scholarship 
and advanced knowledge, has sown the seeds of 
doubt and unbelief. Tolerance, tolerance to 
error, has been the watchword. The feelings and 
positions of teachers have been more sympa- 
thetically regarded than the victims of the in- 
sidious sowing of seeds of unbelief. Some who 
hold the evangelical faith have fought back with 
the weapons of hate and half-truths, only com- 
plicating the situation. Others have been utterly 
indifferent to the tragic results of unbelief 
being taught in Church-related institutions, ap- 
parently hoping that the name “Christian” holds 
some magic which will overrule and sublimate 
teaching which is utterly inimical to that faith. 
a solution? Is there a way out? Of 
but it must be undergirded with 

love. The ruthless 
always harmed the 
Lord which does not 
love, holy boldness 

is destined to add 


Is there 
course there is, 
prayer and executed in 
extirpation of tares has 
wheat. Any zeal for the 
combine with it Christian 
and sanctified common-sense 
to the confusion. 


The solution must be based on a standard 
and that standard depends for its authority on 
God and His revealed truth. While there are 
those who object to such authority it is never- 
theless axiomatic that for everything there must 
be laws—the rules of the game. To undertake 
to live in the Christian realm one must accept 
the Christianity or automatically dis- 
qualify himself. It is here that many have dis- 
qualified themselves in the theological world for 
they deny the validity of the standard God has 
given, lowering it to a more or less man-made 
document, giving reason the throne which right- 
fully belongs to faith alone. 


basis of 


In the Presbyterian Church the Confession of 
Faith states the basis of our authority in these 
words: “The authority of the Holy Scripture, 
for which it ought to be believed and obeyed, 
dependeth not upon the testimony of any man 
or church, but wholly upon God (who is truth 
itself), the author thereof; and therefore it is 
to be received, because it is the Word of God.” 


(Ch. I, section IV), while section VIII goes on 
to say: “The Old Testament in Hebrew, and 
the New Testament in Greek, being immediate- 


ly inspired by God, and by his singular care and 
providence kept pure in all ages, are therefore 
authentical; so as in all controversies of religion 
the church is finally to appeal to them.” 
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Most of the other evangelical churches have, 
in their articles of faith, equally clear affirma 
tions as to the reliability and authority of God’s 
Word. But, in Protestant circles today these 
statements regarding the Word of God are being 
disregarded or explained away in many of the 
Church-related institutions. Apparently Pro- 
testantism is more concerned with ecclesiastical 
organization, power and prestige than with the 
“touchy” questions having to do with the basic 
facts of the Christian faith itself. 


When attention is called to these deviations 
from evangelical Christianity a barrage of most 
unpleasant opprobrium is heaped on the indi- 
vidual with the temerity to do so, and, if pos- 
sible, ecclesiastical pressures are exerted on him 
He is called “divisive”; ‘‘a Dispensationalist” 
although he may reject this deviation from 
Christian teaching as completely as the rest; “a 
Fundamentalist” although he too may deplore 
the lovelessness of the professional Fundamen- 
talist (capital “F’’), as much as any; of “living 
in the era of Seventeenth Century Christianity”; 
of “being more concerned about a book than a 
Person”, although his concern is for the honesty 
of the Book which tells about the Person; etc., 
etc., etc. Such brow-beating is not easy to take 
and many keep silent, hoping the tide will turn. 
Others keep silent because their livelihood is at 
stake. But, unless there is a concerted stand, 
Protestant power and witness in America is 
doomed, except as the torch is taken up by lesse1 
denominations and sects—an eventuality many 
would regret, because of extreme positions and 
bizarre doctrines held by some of these and 
which have nothing to do with the essential 
truths of Christianity. 

To make fun of the plenary inspiration of 
the Scriptures is so common and so -populat 
today that few will have the temerity to stand 
against this tide of unbelief. However, ‘when- 
ever one pins the adherents of this modern 
scholarship down he finds the same objections 
to the Bible which have been raised and an- 
swered for centuries. There is nothing new in 
the present day denials, which makes them obso- 
lete and unworthy of continued exploitation. 


It would seem only fair that 
longer hold to the integrity of the Scriptures 
should disassociate themselves with the evangel- 
ical denominations which hold such beliefs and 
which have them incorporated in their articles 
of faith. One can but respect the honesty of 
men who so make their belief—or unbelief—a 
matter of record. At the same time one wonders 
at the theological schizophrenia which permits 
one to subscribe to vows with a mental reserva- 
tion or an interpretation totally at variance with 
their accepted meaning. As an illustration of 
what we mean: a prominent clergyman recently 
affirmed his acceptance of the “theological im- 
plications” of the Virgin Birth but “questioned 
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the biological fact.” Another, decrying the 
preaching of the necessity of the new birth, 
stated categorically: “I am not a sinner.” 


We have the conviction that when laymen 
in the United States become aware of the un- 
belief which is being taught in many Church- 
related institutions under the guise of scholar- 
ship and advanced scientific knowledge, particu- 
larly the blatant denial of great portions of the 
Bible. and of doctrines clearly stated therein 
they will in increasing numbers, rise up and 
ask for an accounting of stewardship. 


At the recent meeting of the Synod of North 
Carolina Dr. Rozenkranz of New York Univer- 
sity spoke of a survey he had just completed 
for the U.S.A. Presbyterian Church and stated 
that he could observe no difference between 








their Colleges and the secular State universities. 
In the Episcopal Church a well known Bishop 
recently called the clergymen in his diocese to- 
gether and frankly told them they were neither 
teaching nor preaching the doctrines affirmed 
in their own articles of faith. Identical condi- 
tions are to be found in all of the major denom- 
inations. 


What has happened? 

While Protestant Christians have been asleep 
the enemy has done a thorough job of sowing 
the seeds of unbelief. 

What can we do? 


We can and must pray for a heaven-sent re- 
vival of faith in God and His Word. Although 
many will deny it—THEY GO TOGETHER. 





SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 
LESSON FOR MARCH 20 





REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Christian Living ( Temperance ) 


Background Scripture: Acts 20:17-35; Romans 6:12-14; 
Ephesians 5:1-21; Colossians 3:1-11; I Thessalonians 
4:1-8; I Timothy 4:12; I Peter 1:13-16; I John 2:1-17 


Devotional Reading: Matthew 7:16-21 


The Ideal for 
in our Golden Text: 


conversation (manner of life, or, Living): 


Christian Living is Holiness: our God is a HOLY God. 
As He which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 


because it is written, Be ye holy for I am _ holy. 


This is emphasized 


This is the thing above all others which separates our Christian Religion from all the false 


religions of the world. 
encourage sin and immorality even in the wor- 
ship of their gods. Christianity is not only the 
only True Religion; it is the only Holy Religion. 


In our Devotional Reading Jesus says, Ye 
shall know them by their fruit. What is the 
fruit of such false beliefs as we have in the 
world? Go look at India, or China or Africa, 
and you can easily see the national results. 
What are the fruits of Christianity? When we 
look at countries like England, or the United 
States we notice a big difference. However, we 
must remember that no nation is entirely Chris- 
tian. Our country is far from the ideal of a Holy 
Nation. Our terrible sins are a shame and re- 
proach. People in foreign lands point the finger 
of scorn at us, as they read of our drunkenness, 
our divorce evil, our crime record, and say, Is 
this the fruit of Christianity? We answer, NO! 
The Christian religion has never been tried by 
even a majority of our people. In spite of this, 
however, our nation is far ahead of countries 
like China, or India, or countries where an 
apostate Church has control. 


We must examine individual lives to see the 
real “Fruit,” and when we do, we find a great 
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Many of these false religions not 


only do not teach holiness, but 





host of men and women who are living exam- 
ples of good fruit-bearing; we find those who 
have lived saintly lives, separated from sin, and 
consecrated to the glory of God. As we study our 
lesson today let us examine our hearts and lives 
and ask ourselves whether we are earnestly striv- 
ing toward this Ideal of Holiness; of Christian 
Living at its best. 


I. Paul; a Holy Man: 
Acts 20: 17-35. 


If “Holy men wrote as they were moved by 
the Holy Spirit”, then we can well call Paul 
such a man, for certainly he measures up to 
the very best and greatest of these men. Paul 
nowhere claims that he was sinless. He calls 
himself the chief of sinners, and in the seventh 
chapter of Romans he describes the struggle 
which he had with “the flesh”, but he was 
More than conquerer through Christ. It is 
with all “humility of mind” that he speaks 
these farewell words to the Ephesian elders. He 
could point to his life among them, and say 
that he had kept back nothing that was profit- 
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able to them; that he had testified to both 
Jews and Gentiles repentance toward God and 
faith in Jesus Christ. 


Wherefore I take you to record this day, that 
I am pure from the blood of all men. These 
words remind us of the farewell addresses of 
some other saints such as Joshua and Samuel. 
Ezekiel tells us that unless we warn the wicked 
their blood will be upon us. Paul tells these 
elders that he had not shunned to declare 
unto them the whole counsel of God. Would 
that all of us, as ministers of God, could have 
as blameless a record as Paul. It is not easy 
sometimes to tell people of their sins and warn 
them of the wrath to come. Both in his personal 
life and as a minister of God he had been 
faithful to the stewardship entrusted to him. 
Paul warns them that after his departure 
“grievous wolves” would enter in among them, 
not sparing the flock. This is ever satan’s 
method. The wolves, often in sheep’s clothing, 
infiltrate the army of the Lord, much like the 
Communists of today.  Paul’s leave-taking of 
these fellow-workers is one of the most touching 
scenes in the Bible, and reveals the great heart 
of the apostle. 

Il. Holy Bodies : Sin must not “reign” in our 
mortal bodies: 
Rom. 6:78-14. 

We are saved by grace, apart from the deeds 
of the law. This is a glorious fact established 
by Paul in his Epistle to the Romans. There 
were some who found fault with this teaching 
on the ground that it rather encourages people 
to “continue in sin’, since grace abounded. Not 
so, said the apostle; God forbid: How shall we 
who are dead to sin, live any longer therein? 
Our “Old man,” our old sinful nature, has 
been crucified with Christ; we are to reckon 
ourselves to be dead to sin, and alive to God. 
Then he makes the statement we have in the 
verse above; SIN MUST NOT REIGN, must not have 
dominion over us. We must yield our members 
as instruments of righteousness unto God. In 
the seventh chapter he describes the conflict 
between the old and the new nature. Which 
will gain the victory? He cries out in agony 
in verse 24, Who shall deliver me trom the 
body of this death? I thank God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 


In chapter eight he describes that victorious 
life, the life of the Spirit: There is now there- 
fore no condemnation to them who are in 
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit. We are to walk after the Spirit 
and not fulfil the desires of the flesh. 


lI. A Holy Walk; How the Christian should 
live: Ephesians 5:1-21. 


To “walk,” in Paul’s terminology, means to 
“live”; our manner of life. Paul is fond of 
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this expression, and uses it many times, and 
in various ways, in the Epistle to the Ephesians. 
In chapter 4 he has urged them to “walk worthy 
of the vocation wherewith ye are called,” and 
further on in that chapter (verse 17), he tells 
them that they are not to walk as other Gentiles 
walk, (their manner of life must be entirely 
different) . 


In chapter 5:1-21 he uses this expression 
three times: “walk in love,” (verse 2), “Walk 
as children of light,” (verse 8), “Walk circum- 
spectly, not as fools, but as wise,” (verse 15). 
These verses, with the others, make a splendid 
outline, or schedule, for the Christian to follow. 
Those who have never been “born again” are 
walking, (living), in sin; their lives are char- 
acterized by all those gross sins which he cata- 
logs for us. The “Vocation,” or calling of the 
Christian, is a high calling. We must turn away 
from sin and lead an entirely new life; the 
way of LOVE; the way of LIGHT; the way of 
WISDOM. The world is walking in Hatred, 
in Darkness, in utter Folly. To find out whether 
we are Christians or not, let us examine our 
“walk.” If we are still hating God and our 
fellow-men; if we are still in darkness; if we 
are still in the follies of sin, then let us turn 
and repent before it is too late. 


IV. Holy Thoughts: Set our hearts and minds 
on Heaven: Things above : 


Colossians 3:1-11. 


Someone has said that this chapter “begins 
in heaven and ends in the kitchen.” Some peo- 
ple complain that the Christian, and especially 
the preacher, is always talking about the “other 
world.” Paul shows us in this chapter that 
those who think most about that “other world” 
do the most for this world. We cannot do much 
for the world in which we live until we catch 
a vision of the World above us. In order to 
lift this world out of its sin and misery we must 
have the Power which comes from the world 
above. It was only after Isaiah saw his vision 
of God and heaven that he could “go and tell 
this people.” If you wish to rescue your brother 
in the mire you will have to be on higher 
ground, and more solid ground, than he is. 


Paul gives a list of things which are to be 
“put off,” like filthy rags, and a list we are 
to “put to death.” These are the sins of the 
“old man,” the sins of the flesh. These clothes 
are not fit for a Christian to wear. Would a 
living man want to walk around in his grave 
clothes? When Lazarus was raised from the 


dead, Jesus said, Loose him and let him go. 
We could easily spend all our time on this 
chapter and the one from Ephesians. If you 
wish to see the difference between the real 
Christian and the man of the world, you can 
find it pictured for you in these chapters. Only 
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set their hearts on 
can lift this earth toward heaven. 


such men - men who have 
heaven,” 


V. Holy Homes: Our Sanctification: 
Thessalonians 4:1-8. 


What a contrast between a Christian Home 
and a heathen Home! The Home is a Holy 
Place when we are true to our marriage vows; 
when we take a wife in holiness and honor, 
and are faithful and loving. Every Christian 
home “is a sacred and sanctified place; the chil- 
dren are “holy,’’ dedicated to God; the atmos- 
phere is saturated with prayer and consecration. 
Make our Homes holy places, and then they 
will be like heaven. “There are no Homes in 
Asia,” said a traveler once. 


VI. A Holy Example: 
[ Timothy 4:12. 


This verse is a warning and an exhortation 
to a young pre acher. Paul tells Timothy that 
he is to be “an example” to other believers. 
The apostle always stressed the fact that all 





leaders, should be 
How was he to 


“despising him’? His words, 


deacons, 


elders, 
examples for others to follow. 
keep them from 
his manner of life, his love, his spirit, his faith, 
his purity would enable him to be a leader 
whom no one could despise. 


preachers, 


VII. A Holy Conversation 
1 Peter 1:13-16. 


(Manner of life): 


One great reason for our being Holy is that we 
have a Holy God: Be ye holy; for I am holy. 
The best way to worship a holy God is by holy 
Living. See Isaiah, chapter one, as a good il- 
lustration. 


VIII. A Holy Obedience: 
John 2:1-17. 


“Sin not”: That ye sin not. The man who 
says, I know Him, and keepeth not His com- 
mandments, is a liar. This Holy Obedience is 
summed up in one word: LOVE: Love to God, 
and Love to men. 





YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MARCH 20 ’ 





What Does 


Hymn: “In The Cross Of Christ I Glory” 
Prayer 


Scripture: James 2:14-26 and John 15:5-14. 


Hymn: “O Love, That Wilt Not Let Me Go” 
Offering 
Hymn: “My Faith Looks Up To Thee” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

We are beginning a new unit of two programs 
on the subject of service. There are many times 
when programs on service amount to no more 
than the reading of the printed program ma- 
terial, and, perhaps, a bit of discussion about 
what might be done. Let us determine, with 
the Lord’s help, that these programs will result 
in more than reading and talking about service. 
Let us determine to engage in some genuine 
service. 

What is service? The dictionary says that it 
is the performance of labor for the benefit of 
another, or at another’s command. It is said 
that religious service is marked by obedience, 
good works, and love. In a broad sense we could 
say that Christian service is whatever we do in 
the name of Christ. The mental and physical 
labor we do for others is service, and it is Chris- 
tian service if our reason for doing it is because 
we are Christians. 


What does our Christian service indicate? 
There are not many people who go to church 
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It Prove? 


and work in the church because they are forced 
to do it. We are jealous in defending our free- 
dom of religious worship and service, although 
there are, unfortunately, those who look on it 
as a freedom “from” religion. It has been 
claimed by cynics that people are religious pure- 
ly as a matter of habit. It may be that some 
Christian service is due to habit, but we are 
certain that habit does not explain it all. We 
believe that the service of most Christians is 
indicative of far more than compulsion or cus- 
tom. Our speakers will indicate two funda- 
mental reasons for rendering service in the name 
of Christ. 


First SPEAKER: 

When an intelligent person does a specific 
thing it is usually because of something that he 
believes. When Columbus sailed into the west 
it was because he believed that the earth was 
round. When George Washington agreed to 
lead the tattered army of independence it was 
because he believed in the cause of independ- 
ence. Every intelligent action ought to be under- 
girded by a positive belief. 


Our Christian service ought also to grow out 
of our Christian faith, and wherever one finds 
Christian service at its best it is where labor 
is the result of belief. The sincere service of 
worship is rendered because the worshipper be- 
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WHERE THERE’S YOUR 
WILL THERE’S A WAY 


to Give Now for the Future 


From your legacy of Christ’s saving grace to 
you—perhaps you, too, will want to make a 
bequest. A bequest in your legal will that 
someday will help lead thousands of un- 
churched people in our Southland into the 
Way; thereby making your money immortal 
as a gift that lives — and loves — after you. 
There’s the Way in 
your will. GIVE NOW 
FOR THE FUTURE. 





WRITE TODAY 
FOR 
FREE BOOKLET 


“Facing the Future 
with Your Money for 
CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B Ponce deLeon Ave., N. E., Dept. C-3, Atlanta, Ga. 





lieves in the existence of a God who desires 
the worship of His people. When a man engages 
in the work of evangelism it is because he be- 
lieves that Christ will save those who call on 
Him in faith. Missionaries risk their lives to 
teach the Bible to heathen people because they 
believe it is the word of God, and that the full 
truth of God can be received by men in no other 
way. Our Christian faith calls forth Christian 
works, and our Christian service proves our 
faith. 


We should never think that our salvation 
depends on the service we render. We are saved 
by faith in the grace of God alone, but our 
service is indicative of the quality of our faith. 
John Calvin said, “It is faith alone that justifies, 
but faith that justifies can never be alone.” 
SECOND SPEAKER: 

Our youth theme for the year is “Show Proof 
Of Your Love.” We believe that true love ex- 
presses itself in service. In fact, the Lord specifi- 
cally says that it does. He said to Peter, “Feed 
my sheep.” That service of providing spiritual 
nourishment for His human flock was to be 
the way that Peter would prove his love. In any 
realm true service is likely to be the outgrowth 
of love, and in the Christian realm it must be. 
(I Corinthians 13:3) Christian service proves 


the presence of Christian love. 
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Jesus said that if we loved Him, we should 
keep His commandment, and His commandment 
is that we love one another. Whatever we can 
do to express our love for one another is what 
we must do in order to keep the commandment 
of Christ. When we tell others of the Saviour’s 
love, we are proving our love to Christ. When 
we provide food for the hungry and clothing 
and shelter for the naked, we are proving our 
love to Christ. When we speak a word of com- 
fort to the sorrowing or a word of encourage- 
ment to the weak, we are actually serving the 
Lord and proving our love to Him. Love is 
the ground of Christian service, and service is 
the proof of Christian love. We claim to love 
Christ because He first loved us, but the depth 
of our love is indicated by the faithfulness of 
our service. 





HELPS TO UNDERSTANDING 
SCRIPTURE READING IN 
“DAY BY DAY” 

Rev. Clinton C. Baker 


Sun., March 6, John 17:20-26. 

For whom is Christ praying in these verses 

v.20) ? Is he praying for you? for your church? 
Ww hat does He ask for His followers (21,22,23) ? 
Why should He stress unity above everything 
else? Read through the chapter and do your 
best to appreciate the heart throb of Jesus 
(the essence of His feeling both for the Father 
and His followers). Have you ever seen such 
tender love or infinite longing? The unity for 
which Christ prays among believers is more 
than organizational oneness; it is the same in- 
timate attachment of love and concern that the 
Father and Son feel one for the other and to- 
gether for their children (vv.11,21,22,26). What 
is the purpose of our unity (vv.21,23)? How 
is it achieved (vv.21,23,26) ? Has Christ’s prayer 
for me been answered? 
Mon., 


March 7, John 3:1-16. 


What type of person is Nicodemus (vv.1,10) ? 
«8 he a religious person? What does he see in 
Jesus (v.2)? What point does Jesus continually 
make in His conversation with Nicodemus 
(vv.3,5,7) 2? Notice Nicodemus’ lack of under- 
standing (vv.4,9). How do you account for 
his lack of understanding? Can a person be 
religious and yet not be born of the Holy Spirit? 
Is it possible for the natural mind to understand 
the new birth (v.6)? Is it necessary for salva- 
tion (vv.3,5,7)? It is like the wind; you can 
not tell where it comes from or where it goes— 
but you know when it is present (v.8). How 
is one born again (vv.15,16)? To “believe” in 
Christ is to entrust yourself to Him for your 
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salvation. He, then, is born in your heart. Have 

















you been born again? 
Tues., March 8, John 5:2-9. 


Make the picture given in vv. 2 and 3 come 
alive - where was the pool? What surrounded 
it? how many people were there? what was the 
matter with them? What were these people 
hoping for (v.4)? Why do you think Jesus 
singled out the man of vv. 5 and 6? How long 
had he been by the pool (v.5)? What obstacle 
to his healing did he encounter (v.7)? Does 
the fact that the man believed that God would 
heal when the water was stirred, and the fact 
that he had remained at the pool for thirty- 
eight years imply a persevering faith? Why does 
Jesus ask the question of v.6? Does the man 
really want to be healed (v.5)? Is he doing 
everything he can to bring about the answer 
to his prayer (vv. 5&7)? How was his steadfast 
faith rewarded (vv.8,9)? What can I learn from 
his experience? 


Wed., March 9, John 11:17-28. 


How long had Lazarus been dead when Jesus 
arrived in Bethany (v.17)? What do vv. 21 and 
22 reveal of Martha’s faith in the power of 
Christ? Did she believe He could heal? Notice 
Jesus’ reply in v.23 and Martha’s subsequent reply 
in v.24. Martha’s faith in the general power of 
Christ is very strong, but her conviction that He 
can or will meet her immediate need, raise Lazarus 
from the dead, is shaky. What claim does Jesus 
make for Himself (vv.25-26)? How does Martha 
respond to this new truth (v.27)? How should 
this awareness meet her present need for faith? 
Do you believe that though you are dead, yet you 
shall live? Do you have faith in God’s ability to 
meet your present need, whatever it may be? 


Thurs., March 10, Matt. 16:21-23. 


Compare these verses with vv. 13-18. What rec- 
ognition does Peter give to Jesus (v.16)? What 
ts the extent of Jesus’ commendation (v.18) ? What 
new plans does Jesus mention to His disciples 
(v.21)? What reaction does Peter have (v.22)? 
What is the extent of Jesus’ rebuke (v.23)? Ac- 
count for the difference in Jesus’ replies 
(vv.17,18,23). Was Peter’s recognition of Jesus 
as the Christ self-initiated or of God (v.17) ? Was 
Peter’s action of v.22 self-initiated or of God? 
Am I aware of the possibility of my hindering 
God’s work by my own ideas—logical and practical 
though they may be? Am I willing to let God 
show me His will? 


Fri., March 11, John 21:9-17. 


Read Luke 22:54-62 for the circumstances under 
which Peter last saw Christ. (Notice vv. 61-62 
especially.) The risen Jesus now appears to His 
disciples. What does Peter do when he sees Jesus 
on the shore (John 21:7-9)? What motivated this 
action? In vv. 15-17 why do you suppose Jesus 





MARCH 9, 





1955 





asked His question three times? How many times 
did Peter deny Him? Do you think Peter was 
sincere in His reply (vv.15-17)? What light does 
his actions in vv.7-9 shed? What, then, was the 
cause of Peter’s denial? Human weakness? Though 
I sincerely love Him, do I sometimes fail to witness 
for Christ because of human weakness? Notice 
Peter’s boldness after Pentecost (Acts 4:8-10,13). 
Do I need more of the power of the Holy Spirit 
for witnessing? 


Sat., March 12, John 20:24-29. 


Why did not Thomas believe with the other 
disciples that Christ had risen (vv.24-25) ? What 
proof of the resurrection did he ask for (v.25)? 
How does Jesus go about meeting Thomas’ doubt 
(vv.26-27) ? What was his reaction (v.28)? What 
do the words “my Lord and my God”’ signify of 
Thomas’ basic attitude toward Christ? Christ is 
willing to help us in our intellectual difficulties 
with the Christian faith if we come to him with 
a teachable attitude and a willingness to love Him? 
Do I have such an attitude? 


Women’s Work 


CHRIST CALLS TO WORLD-WIDE 
WITNESSING 


The last words of Jesus before his ascension 
were spoken as a directive. When he said, “Ye 
shall be my witnesses,” “Ye” included all of 
us; “Shall be” carried with it nothing less than 
a command. In short, every follower of Christ 


was put under obligation to continue the work 
he had begun. 





How impoverished this world would have 
been if those who were with him had not 
obeyed and had not borne witness of that which 
they had “heard . . seen looked upon 
concerning the word of life.” There has been 
no more effective witness than that which has 
been passed down to us from generation to 
generation, in the New Testament records. Nor 
would we forget what has been done by “so 
great a cloud of witnesses” in every generation. 

We can well deduce that Christ wants us 
to begin our witness just where we are. The 
time for homemakers to begin is the day mar- 
riage vows are made. The place is in the home. 
There is no better way to bear witness to their 
relationship to God than to establish a family 
altar, and to pray, worship and serve together. 
When a child is born into such a home, he 
will be carried in the arms of love and dedica- 
tion to the church. One of the first things he 
will learn is to pray, and possibly to lisp the 
name of Jesus! Unfortunately, however, not all 
parental influence is a Christian witness! One 
little lad in a religious education class where 
sin was discussed, turned pathetically to his 
teacher saying, “But just one glass of beer 
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doesn’t hurt, does it?” If only the father could 
have heard those words spoken in his defense! 
In another group when a lad was asked what 
sin was, he quoted: “Sin is lawlessness.” “To 
him therefore that knoweth to do good and 
doeth it not, to him it is sin.”” Like a flash he 
added, “It is a sin not to go to Sunday school 
and church; but if the parents don’t go, soon 
the children will not want to go either.” These 
were his own deductions. 


A prominent newspaper reporter who accom- 
panied to Japan the mother who tried bravely 
to get her son back from communistic influence 
made the following significant observation: 
eighteen of the twenty-three men who refused 
repatriation came from broken homes! An in- 
cident such as this, with its national and inter- 
national involvements, should challenge the 
Christian Church in its witness to extend a 
loving and understanding hand to the un- 
churched in broken and unhappy homes. The 
apparent hard shell of “problem” youth may 
be but a cover which hides a heartbroken or 
frustrated heart. They need Jesus! 


Christ’s commission ended with the words, 
“And unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 
This did not come last because of lesser im- 
portance but because it follows as an outgrowth 
of and is contingent upon the first part of the 
commission. It is those who bear a witness in 
the home and church who are inspired to ex- 
tend their witness. In answer to Christ's call 
to world-wide witnessing, a host of . . . mission- 
aries have served in all parts of the earth. In 
addition to these spirit-filled missionaries who 
are now serving, many talented and consecrated 
young people have answered, “Here am I, send 
me,” and stand in readiness to be appointed 
to some field, “unto the uttermost part of the 
earth.” 

For most Christians, world-wide witnessing 
must be done indirectly. Not all can go, but all 
can help immeasurably to make possible a 
world-wide ministry. This too is very impor- 
tant . 


Our immediate concern is that we, all the 
followers of Jesus Christ, take seriously the call 
to world-wide witnessing. How many more and 
greater facilities we have at our command to 
do Christ’s work than our forefathers had? Dis- 
tances that the early missionaries covered in 
months are now covered in a day or two. Mes- 
sages that formerly took months to reach their 
destination can now be heard as soon as spoken. 
Education and training make possible the best 
qualified ministers, teachers, doctors, and other 
Christian leaders the world has ever known. 
With all these possibilities comes the reminder, 
“What is that in thy hand?” 

Ours is a great responsibility. 

—Mrs. H. S. Frank. 
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THEIR EYES ARE UPON YOU 
“What will you have?” said a clerk to a man 
who had just entered a cafe with his little son. 

“A glass of beer,” replied the gentleman. 


“And what can I get for the little boy?” 


Same as father,” quickly replied the lad. 
“Wait,” said the father, “I will not take the 
beer.” 


There are little eyes upon you, and they're 
watching night and day; 

There are little ears that quickly take in 
every word you say; 

There are little hands all eager to do every- 
thing you do, 

And a little boy who’s dreaming of the day 
he'll be like you. 

You're the little fellow’s idol, you're the 
wisest of the wise; 

In his littke mind about you no suspicions 
ever rise; 

He believes in you devoutly, holds that all 
you say and do. 

He will say and do in your way when he’s 
grown up just like you. 

There’s a_ wide-eyed little 
believes you’re always right, 

And his ears are always open, and he 
watches day and night. 

You are setting an example every day in 
all you do. 

For the little boy who’s waiting to grow up 
just like you. 


fellow who 


It makes no difference whether you are a 
father or mother, you are responsible to God, 
and what goes for father - son, goes for mother - 
daughter, too. 





WILL THEY KNOW WHAT 
JESUS SAID! 
“The increasing tide of Communism and 
juvenile delinquency which each day becomes 
a more serious threat to the youth of the nations 


of the world is vital testimony to the necessity 
for a return to religion in the home. 


Today, more than ever before, we need to 
bring young people closer to the Bible and 
the eternal lessons it teaches. 


The worship of God, as the Divine Creator 
and Helper, is an integral part of our history. 
The picture of the family circle - the father, 
mother and children, sitting together reading 
the Bible - is a scene of inspiring beauty. There 
the Word of God is at work - molding character, 
lighting the path of good, inspiring deeds of 
service. Religion has a vital meaning, touching 
every aspect of life. 


THE SOUTHERN 





PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 








ae eee 





a 















h 








—- 


















Unfortunately, too many of the peoples of 
the world have lost touch with religion. They 
have found numerous substitutes for the ageless 
truths of the Divine Word. The revival of a 
firm belief in the magnificence of the Supreme 
Creator is a vital need. The Bible must be 
brought back into the family circle in order 
to properly encourage individuals to perpetuate 
the high moral and spiritual foundation upon 
which a more harmonious world can be based.” 


Fantilies everywhere must be called and re- 
called to the Bible. They must have Bibles in 
the languages they can read. This is the great 
program of the American Bible Society. It— 


—distributes over 15,000,000 Scriptures a year. 


—works in 48 nations and 200 languages. 


—promotes Worldwide Bible Reading. 


—furnishes Bibles and New Testaments for 
the Armed Forces school children in 
Korea - new literates in many lands - the 
blind - refugees and many others. 


As a contributor to the Bible Society you may 
have a part in this great crusade. W hy not send 


a gift today so more people may know what 
Jesus said? 


Church News 


THREE “HANDMAIDENS” 
OF THE LORD 
New Orleans Three Presbyterian U. S. 
missionaries from the Congo stations had a brief 


reunion in New Orleans before two of them 
prepared to sail Feb. 9 from New Orleans. 


They were: Miss Margaret McMurry, 
bock, Texas, a nurse, who has been on furlough 
since March; Miss Nolie McDonald, of Gadsden, 
Ala., X-ray and laboratory technician; and Dr. 
Gladys Smithwick, who is spending her furlough 
here doing graduate study at the School of 
lropical Medicine at Tulane University. 





of Lub- 


All three visited the Canal Street Presbyterian 
Church of New Orleans the Sunday before the 
two expected to sail on the S.S. Del Rio. 


Miss McMurry went out to the Congo in 
1946, Miss McDonald in 1945. Miss McMurry 
will be stationed at Luebo and Miss McDonald 
at Lubondai, about 30 miles apart. 


Lubondai is the 


largest of the Presbyterian 
stations in the 


Congo and the Presbyterian 
work is the largest of any denomination in 
the Congo. Lubondai has about 20 adults, in- 
cluding couples, in Presbyterian mission work; 
ilso has the central school for missionary chil- 
dren. 
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New Orleans — The ordination and installa- 


tion service for newly elected officers of the 
Charles Presbyterian Church here was held 
in the church, Sunday morning, February 13. 


Elders and deacons who were ordained and 
installed were: F. N. Dickman, Sr. and John R. 
O'Meallie, elders; and deacons S. V. Apple- 
white, William T. Gillham, Marvin R. Kim- 
brell, Jr., and Paul Newell. 


Elders who were installed were: L. W. Alex- 
ander, George E. Allen, John A. Brothers, 
R. Bruce Campbell, A. J. Evans, Joseph E. 


Gibson, 
James 


John W. Moore, 
R. Wimberly. 


Deacons installed were: Wallace M. 
A. P. Durmeyer, William E. Gibson, 
Latimer, James R. McCulloch, Jr., 
row, Hugh Quarles, Oscar Schneidau, John 
Singreen, Robert M. Stepherson, William E. 
Ulmer, Elliott Weeks, and ]. Barbee Winston. 

On February 15, Mrs. C. Darby Fulton, of 
Nashville, Tenn., wife of the Executive Sec- 
retary of the Board of World Missions, spoke 
to the Women of the Church, speaking on “The 
Wide Open Spaces in Brazil,” and speaking 
again, February 16, at a supper meeting of the 
church, with her subject being, “Singing 
African Christians.” 


Parks B. Pedrick, and 


Davis, 
George 
Prosser Mor- 


Prior to moving to Nashville, Dr. and Mrs. 
Fulton served the mission in Japan. Mrs. Ful- 
ton has traveled over the world with her hus- 
band, visiting mission stations in Brazil, China, 
Korea, Mexico, and Portugal, and recently, in 
\frica. 





BILLY GRAHAM FILMS AND BOOKS 


There are two films currently being shown 
in theaters throughout the United States and 
in Canada that are misleading in their adver- 
tising. 

“THE MIGHTY FORTRESS” 
Paul Short Productions in cooperation with 
“March of Time” and distributed by Allied 
\rtists to the movie industry. Billy Graham, 
the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, or 
the Billy Graham Films have absolutely no 
control over this film. It is a documentation 
of religious resurgence in 1954 in which some of 
the news reels of Mr. Graham’s British and 
European tours are used. Included in this film 
are also reports of the World Council of 
Churches at Evanston and the Marian Year. 


is a production of the 


Another picture recently released by Metro- 
Goldwyn Mayer entitled “The Lord In His 
Corner” has also carried misleading advertising, 
particularly in Canada. Neither Mr. Graham 
nor any of his associates had ever heard of this 
film until it appeared. The advertising uses 
Mr. Graham's name, and calls him the fighting 
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evangelist, who built a pulpit from the prize 
ring. 


Mr. Graham has not changed his policy rela- 
tive to releasing films through regular theaters. 
The two above-mentioned pictures are not Mr. 
Graham’s productions, nor does he have any 
control whatsoever them. Billy Graham 
films are released only through Billy Graham 
Film, Inc., of 2627 Connecticut Avenue N. W., 
Washington, D. C. 


over 


Also there has recently appeared on most 
news stands a_ biographical booklet entitled 
“Billy Graham, The Man and His Message.” 
This booklet gives a somewhat sensational but 
sympathetic treatment. This booklet was totally 
unauthorized. Neither Mr. Graham nor any of 
his associates knew anything about it until it 
appeared on the stands. 

Due to the tremendous publicity Mr. Graham 
has received during recent months, many such 
promotional schemes will likely be appearing. 
It is questionable whether legal steps, if taken, 
would prevent these things. 

A TeSELLE MEMORIAL 

New Orleans — The congregation of Canal 
Street Presbyterian Church voted recently to 
name their proposed $100,000 Educational 
building the ““TeSelle Educational Building” in 
honor of Elder W. J]. TeSelle and the late Mrs. 
TeSelle. 

Work is expected to get underway on the 
new building sometime this year. 

A man now in his seventies, Mr. TeSelle re- 
tired at the age of 58 as division manager of 
the Gulf Refining Company and has devoted 
all his time since then to church work. He has 
been moderator of Presbytery 4 times; Commis- 
sioner to General Assembly 3 times; moderator 
of Synod once. On numerous occasions he has 
preached sermons. 


In New Orleans Presbytery he served as sec- 
retary-treasurer of the home missions committee 
18 years, a work he agreed to do provided he 
could waive the $2,400 salary which the job 
paid; also was field secretary in home missions 
for a number of years. At Canal Street Church 
he served as Sunday School superintendent 25 
years; was secretary of the board of trustees 40 
years. 

He has been an active worker and one time 
president of the Y.M.C.A. of New Orleans; 
also a director in the New Orleans Convalescent 
home and the Seamen’s Bethel; and active in 
the Community Chest. 

Mrs. TeSelle, who died here Jan. 5, held hon- 
orary life memberships in both the Women’s 
work of the Presbyterian, U.S., and U.S.A. 
churches. They moved to New Orleans in 1904 
from Wisconsin. She was buried here at Hope 
Mausoleum Jan. 7. 
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A GROWING CHURCH 
Midland, Texas — Again shattering previous 
membership and finance records, the First 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., of Midland con- 
tinues to lead the way in the growth of Pres- 
byterianism in the city and section. 

Figures released for 1954 are a far-cry indeed 
from ten and even five years ago. 

Contributions for 1954, for instance, totaled 
$146,456, as compared with $15,418 in 1944, 
and $96,679 in 1949. 

Of the 1954 figure, $50,105 went to benev- 
olent causes and $96,351 to local church work. 

Membershipwise, the church also has a tre- 
mendous story. It started the year 1954 with 
918 members and ended the 12-month period 
with 1,005 members. During the year, the 
church added 175 communicants and lost 88 
for a net gain of 87 members. 

Glancing back a few years, for 
purposes only, the First Church had 344 mem- 
bers in 1944 and 645 in 1949. On top of all 
this, the First Church has sponsored the or- 
ganization of two new Presbyterian churches 

Andrews and Westminster) here since 1950. 

Yes, Presbyterianism is on the march in this 
fast-growing West Texas city. 


comparative 


Progress is the watchword as the congregation 
looks forward to an even greater 1955. 

Dr. R. Matthew Lynn, pastor of the First 
Church since 1947, will be a commissioner from 
El Paso Presbytery to General Assembly. 


PROJECTED $1.750.000 SANCTUARY 


Fort Worth, Texas — An initial building 
fund campaign for $250.000 toward a proposed 
$1,750,000 sanctuary, was opened January 20 
here in the expansion program of St. Stephen 
Presbyterian Church. 

The campaign was officially launched after 
an address by Dr. William M. Elliott, Jr., pastor 
of Highland Park Presbyterian Church in Dal- 
las, who told the 436 members present at the 
“kickoff” dinner, that “It is unscriptural, un- 
realistic, and impractical not to talk about 
money in a church, and it takes money to build 
the kind of place to lift men’s hearts. Unless 

person gives his money he hasn’t given him- 
self.” 

The proposed structure will be of Tudor 
Gothic architecture, and will be of Tennessee 
quartzite stone, trimmed in Austin shell lime- 
stone. Its tower will be as high as a 24-story 
building. 

The new sanctuary will adjoin the present 
$1,000,000 education building. 

The Rev. R. W. Jablonowski, Jr., is pastor 
of St. Stephen C hurch, which has a membership 
of 882. 
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MONTREAT COLLEGE 
Montreat College’s physical education pro- 
eram hardly broke stride when the school gym- 
nasium, center of winter athletic activity, was 
completely destroyed by fire several weeks ago. 


A school-wide basketball tournament, sched- 
uled for the day after the fire, was rescheduled 
and played a few days later on a hastily erected 
outdoor court. All future games will be played 
outdoors, weather permitting, until a new gym 
or some other arrangement can be secured. 


“We are hoping,” Physical Education Direc- 
tor Margaret Smith said, “to find enough good 
weather to complete this year’s basketball pro- 
gram. And then, perhaps by next winter, we'll 
have a new building.” 


Fire originated in a shed adjoining the build- 
ing in which the boiler was housed, college of- 
ficials said. The fire started around 12:30 p.m. 
on Feb. 4 and within an hour, observers re- 
ported, the building was a total loss. Montreat 
and Black Mountain fire fighting units arrived 
promptly at the scene of the fire, but they were 
unable to do more than to keep it from spread- 
ing. 


Most of the college’s athletic equipment was 
stored in the building and was completely 
ruined. 


Partial insurance was carried on the gym- 
nasium, college officials stated. 





New Orleans The only New Orleans Pres- 
byterian Church with a regular radio program 
began its sixth year of broadcasting on January 
16. Pyrtania Street Church has broadcast the 
program, “Moments With The Master,” over 
station WTPS for five years. The fifth anni- 
versary program was extended to thirty minutes, 
and was recorded at the church, with the choir 
under the direction of Marcia Hathaway, tak- 
ing part in the broadcast. The program has 
been very popular in the New Orleans area. 

Radio messages by the Rev. Walter Langtry, 


pastor of the church, are available on request 
to the station or Pyrtania Church. 





A series of six General Institutes for Sunday 
School teachers and officers of the Synod of 
Louisiana were held the week of February 20-25, 
with two separate Institutes taking place in each 
of the three presbyteries. Individual classes were 
held for the leaders of children, youth and adult 
groups, and for Sunday School administrators. 


Conducting the Institutes were: Mrs. L. C. 
Majors, Associate in the Department of Leader- 
ship Education; the Rev. William P. Anderson, 
Director of Adult Education; and the Rev. John 
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B. Spragens, Director of Youth Work, all from 
the Board of Education in Richmond; Mrs. 
Lawrence F. Kinney of Memphis, Tennessee, 
and the Rev. George H. Ricks, of Baton Rouge, 
La., Regional Director of Louisiana. 





\.P.0. No Longer Available 
to Korea Missionaries 


The following paragraph is from a_ letter 
dated February 3 from Mr. H. Petrie Mitchell. 


“For the benefit of all offices (and persons) 
who have been writing our personnel in care 
of an APO (Army Post Office) address, it 
should be noted that effective April Ist all 
mail received by the APO for our personnel 
will be returned to the sender. Therefore, I 
would recommend in the case of first class mail 
that after March 15 it be sent via the interna- 
tional mail address, and in the case of parcel 
post after March Ist.” 


Perhaps you have received this information 
direct, but if you haven't, it would be of great 
help to our Korea missionaries if you could put 
this notice in your paper. Thanks for all your 
help. 

Most sincerely, 
Claire Randall 
Associate in Missionary Education 





Rev. H. E. (Ned) Iverson Goes 
Into the Evangelistic Field 


Rev. “Ned” Iverson, pastor of Westminster 
Church, Augusta, son of Dr. Dan_ Iverson, 
former pastor Shenandoah Presbyterian Church 
of Miami, Fla., has resigned his pastorate in 
\ugusta to enter full time evangelistic “work 
wherever he may be called. Mr. Iverson has 
recently conducted some very successful meet- 
ings, including one at the Alabama Avenue 
Presbyterian Church, Selma, Ala. Dr. George 
W. Cheek, the pastor, wrote: 


“Young Iverson’s messages, under the evident 
power of the Holy Spirit, influenced a change 
and reconsecration on the part of many older 
Christians. Also a new insight into the Scrip- 
tures was given, sending many to their Bibles 
for a more careful study. A greater adherence to 
the Pauline and Calvinistic interpretations of 
the spirit of Christ, and the Inspiration of the 
Scriptures, have been induced; in fact the evan- 
gelist stood four-square on the historic prin- 
ciples and standards of our Church. No church 
wanting to be revived from a life of coldness 
and indifference, should fail to send for this 


young Evangelist. His last service on the dedi- 
cation of life increased the Missionary Spirit. 
additions on Profession.” 


There were 21 
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After filling engagements in Milton, Fla., and 
Bristol, Tenn., Mr. Iverson will be available 
to churches after April 10th next. Address for 
the present, 2028 Roosevelt Drive, Augusta, 
Ga. 





A Memorial to 


Alfred Lewis Patterson, D.D. 


On the early morning of November 4th, 
1954, when the Morning Star, that brilliant 
harbinger of the new day, was at the zenith 
of its glory - there quietly slipped away from 
the arena of this earth’s activities; one of God’s 
choicest noblemen, ALFRED LEWIS PAT- 
TERSON, as in full and utter obedience, he 
followed his adorable Lord Jesus, into glory; 
as He came to redeem His promise to His 
beloved: “I. I will come again and receive 
you unto Myself... !” 


The Rev. Alfred Lewis Patterson, D.D., was 
born at Sale Creek, Tenn., on August 24th, 
1868, the son of Jacob Alfred Newton Patter- 
son, and Elizabeth Samantha Coulton Patter- 
son. He married Miss May Kelseah Wallace, 
of Bristol, Tenn., in 1898. — 


He received his Bachelor of Arts Degree from 
King College, Bristol, Tenn., in 1892. And his 
Bachelor of Divinity degree from Columbia 
Theological Seminary, then in Columbia, S. C., 
in 1895. He was licensed to preach by Knox- 
ville Presbytery, in 1894, and was ordained to 
the Gospel Ministry by Charleston, S. C., Pres- 
bytery, in 1895. 


His first pastorate was at Walterboro, S. C., 
from 1895 to 1902. In 1902 he was called to 
become pastor at the Blackshear, Georgia, 
Church, where he remained until December 
19th, -1915, at which time he was called to the 
pastorate of the Hull Memorial Presbyterian 
Church of Savannah, Georgia, where he re- 
mained in continuous, unbroken service until 
his retirement (under the retirement law of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church) , in October, 
1943 - a happy and fruitful pastorate of twenty- 
eight years, which endeared him to a congre- 
gation who loved him, and venerated him, as 
few men have been - and at the time of his 
death, at the ripe age of 86 years, he was its 
Pastor Emeritus, as well as of the White Bluff 
Presbyterian Church, which entered the Pres- 
bytery under his regime, and which he had 
served as active pastor, also, during his tenure 
of service with the Hull Memorial Church. 


Dr. Patterson served all of the Courts of the 
Church; Session, Presbytery, Synod, and Gen- 
eral Assembly - as well as a Trustee of Colum- 
bia Theological Seminary; with the utmost 
fidelity and distinction. Dr. Patterson was rec- 
ognized as one of the best informed Presbyters 
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on Church Law and Procedure, in the Southern 
Presbyterian Church; and was the recognized 
Parliamentarian of the Savannah Presbytery 
and the Synod of Georgia, for many years. He 
became one of the best known and _ beloved 
ministers in the Synods of Georgia and South 
Carolina. 


Dr. and Mrs. Patterson had in recent years 
made their home with their daughter and son- 
in-law, Dr. and Mrs. Lloyd K. Boggs of Bir- 
mingham, Ala. 


He is survived by Mrs. Patterson and their 
two daughters, Mrs. Lloyd K. Boggs, who for 
many years was a missionary in Korea, together 
with her late husband, Dr. Lloyd K. Boggs, 
who was Physician and Surgeon and Medical 
Missionary in charge of the Southern Presby- 
terian Church hospital at Chunju, Korea; and 
Mrs. L. Ralston Wylly of Savannah, Georgia. 


As long as memory shall endure in the present 
generation of both old and young people of 
numbers of churches throughout Georgia and 
South Carolina, mention of the name of Alfred 
Lewis Patterson will bring a thrill, and recall 
sweet, tender memories of this beloved “Under- 
shepherd of the Lord’s Flock.” 

M. Russell Baker 


(For 27 years one of his Elders) 


BOOKS 


[THe Facts or Mriracie.” Ernest Gordon. 
Marshall Jones Company, Francestown, N. H. 
$1.50. 


This well known writer and editorialist in 
the Sunday School Times has brought together 
in one book a collection of reported incidents 
having to do with the supernatural and 
miraculous. 


In most cases the incident is documented, at 
least as to its published source. There are some 
difficult to accept as reported but there are 
scores of others which bear the stamp of authen- 
ticity. 


In days when rationalism has claimed the 
support of so many it is well that such a book 
should be published, for it should arrest the 
attention and gain serious consideration of the 
fact that we live in the midst of myriads of 
spirits, both evil and good. 


That Satan at times manifests himself in 
supernatural ways seems sure. That God shows 
His all powerful hand through supernatural and 
miraculous manifestations is attested to by many 
of His own down through the ages. 


One blessing which should come to the reader 
of this book is a renewed sense of the super- 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 




















nie 





prea Re 




















‘? 


—_— = 


— —— oe 








ereweere: MVP aia ae 


Agate sos = 





eed 











natural and of man’s need to keep close to the 
One who can protect him from evil and also 
Who can, where it is for His glory, supersede 
the laws of nature which He has ordained. 


—L. N. B. 


“IN Tune With Narure’s Voice.” Elizabeth 
\icE. Shields. John Knox Press, Richmond, Va. 

This reviewer makes no claim to be a judge 
of poetry but this little book contains some 
of the most exquisitely lovely poems about God 
and His Creation that we have ever read. 


One should purchase this book for an how 
or so of inspiring verse and other copies to 
give friends who will find equal delight in 
its pages. 


God the Creator and the Sustainer of Crea 
tion is honored in every poem and it is our 
hope that IN TUNE WITH NATURE'S VOICI will re- 


ceive the acclaim it so richly deserves. Read 
it and vou will feel much closer to Him. 
—L. N. B. 


COMMENTARY ON THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. 


Martin Luther. Zondervan Publishing Co. 
$2.95. 
In the fall of 1515 Martin Luther began 


to expound to his students at the University 
of Wittenberg, Paul’s letter to the Romans. 
This was three years after he had joined the 
Wittenberg faculty and two years before he 
posted his famous ninety-five theses. In the 
preparation of these lectures, Luther gradually 
came to a clear knowledge of the central teach- 
ing of Scripture, that is, the doctrine of justi- 
fication by grace through faith in Christ with- 
out works. 


Luther’s method of Scripture interpretation 
was original. It constitutes the beginning of 
modern exegesis which is both textual and 
historical. 


This volume is a compend or digest of 
Luther’s Commentary rather than a complete 
scholarly edition. His object is to present to 
the reader the most important thoughts of the 
German Reformer’s comments on this epistle. 


While an abridged edition of the work like 
this leaves out some desirable passages, it will 
serve to acquaint the average Christian reade1 
with the main views of Luther's evangelical 
theology. 


This work has been translated by Dr. J. 
(Theodore Mueller, professor of New Testament 
exegesis, Concordia Seminary 

In the 


Journal of John Wesley there is a 


statement recorded May 24, 1738 that has now 
become classic. 
this volume we 


its connection with 
“In the evening I 


Bec ause of 
repeat it. 
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went very unwillingly to a society in Alders- 


gate Street where one was reading Luther's 
Preface to the Epistle to the Romans. About 
a quarter before nine, while he was describing 
the change which God works in the heart 
through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strange- 
ly warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ 
alone for my salvation; and an assurance was 
given me that He had taken my sins away, 


even mine and saved me from the law of sin 
and death.” 
Due to the fact that this volume has been 


long out of reach to English readers, it will 
be enthusiastically welcomed at this time. It 
still has the capacity to warm hearts as it did 





Wesley's in 1738. —J. R.R. 
THREE SHALL Be One. Francena H. Arnold. 
Moody Press. $3.00. 


Here is a book with a heroine and hero who 
will walk right into your heart and long be 
remembered. It is a story with depth and 
emotional intensity because it so clearly por- 
trays the struggles of modern married couples. 
The love of Tony and his wife Pat is imperiled 
by circumstances beyond their control. The book 
is not preachy but it gives a thrilling drama 
in the conversion of the two main characters 
which was the only solution to their problems. 
It is greatly needed among young people and 
will arouse the reader to the possibilities of 
soul winning right where we live. —E. C. S. 





THe Lire Or Our Lorp. Samuel J. Andrews. 
Zondervan Publishing Co. $5.95. 


This is a chronological recounting, inspiring in 
its informative insight of Christ’s earthly life. It 
is unique because every incident in Christ’s life 
is given and exact date verified by secular history; 
the only such life of Christ ever made available. 
It is an indispensable volume to anyone who intends 
a thorough study of the subject. This work has 
been a standard in this field for many years and 
it is likely to be for years to come. 





BENEDICTE’s SCRAPBOOK. William B. Gamble. 
William B. Eerdman’s Publishing Co., Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. $3.95. 


This volume is a source of supply of illustra- 
tions on a number of important subjects. The 
illustrations have been selected to instruct, ex- 
plain and are usable for illustrating sermon 
or speech on any occasion. They have been 
collected from widely different sources over a 
period of many years. Nearly two hundred sub- 
jects are treated. Ministers and public speakers 
will be delighted with the new interest gained 
for their sermons and speeches by using some 
of the materials from BENEDICTE’S SCRAPBOOK. 
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The Rod and the Child 


“Spare the rod and spoil the child” is some- 
times mistakenly attributed to the Bible, it 
sounds so much like a Proverb. 

Something much like it appears in Prov. 
13:24: “He that spareth his rod hateth his 
son; but he that loveth him, chasteneth him 
betimes.”” Also Prov. 23:13,14, “Withhold not 
correction from the child: for if thou beatest 
him with the rod he shall not die. Thou shalt 
beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his 
soul from hell.” 


The first quotation above is from Samuel 
Butler, an English. satirical poet. Presbyterians 
are interested to know that he wrote “Hudi- 
bras”, a much quoted mock-heroic poem in 
octosyllabic couplets, satirizing “the hypocrisy, 
churlishness, greed, pride, and casuistry of the 
Presbyterians’! 

Mr. Butler lived in the 17th century. 
complete couplet reads: 


The 


“Love is a boy by poets styl’d, 
Then spare the rod and spoil the child.” 
Another English poet, in the 14th century, 
wrote: “For who spareth the spring (switch) 
spilleth his children.” (Langford) 


Still another, John Skelton 
wrote: 


(15th century) 


“There’s nothynge that more dyspleaseth God 
Than from theyr children to spare the rod.” 


Junior will appreciate this. 





Takes the Wheel 

Alcohol makes an animal out of a man o1 
a woman. It affects first the higher brain cells- 
that part of the brain which has to do with 
conscience, judgment, self-control and moral 
behavior. After a drink or two one’s judgment 
goes hay-wire. When the higher brain is put to 
sleep the animal impulse takes control. The 
impulse of right is lost. Wrong takes the wheel 
and drives. 


Evolution 

This definition is given by one who is a tim- 
orous believer in it: 

“It is the evolving of all life, without the 
intervention of God from one primordial cell - 
somehow!” 

And that “somehow” is making monkeys out 
of the Evolutionists. 
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Children Burned 


Perhaps you have noticed how many news 
items in your daily paper recently have told 
of the burning of children in their homes while 
the parents were absent. In one case, five; an 
other, three; and two, and one. In one in 
stance, the mother was working in a factory; 
in another the mother had gone to the grocery 
store; in another the mother was just visiting 
in the neighborhood. In one case the door had 
been padlocked and neighbors were unable to 
break in in time to save the children. 


Juvenile delinquency is on a startling in 
crease, according to Mr. F.B.1. Hoover, who 
gives it as his opinion a large part of the cause 
is the neglect of children in the home. Parents 
who would not be so careless as to leave thei 
children alone in the house in danger of burn- 
ing, are so careless as to allow their children 
to get their life training from outside influences 
which are not the Sunday school. This leads 
into delinquency and a life that is more tragic 
than physical burning. A prominent judge of 
a juvenile court recently said that 71% of the 
teen-age delinquents who come before him are 
from broken homes or drinking parents. 85% 
had never attended a Sunday school. 


“Anxiety is often the end of Faith; 
Faith is the end of Anxiety.” 


Sympathy 


When one goes to a home where death has 
claimed a loved one, it is not always easy to 
express sympathy as we would like to do. We 
don’t want to precipitate a fresh paroxysm ol 
grief, though we long to give comfort. When our 
little girl, in a Mission Training Institute, was 
suddenly taken “Home” the mother and I] hur- 
ried to the far northern city and were enter- 
tained in the guest room of the institution. Stu- 
dents and faculty one by one and two by two 
came in to express their sympathy in various 
lovely ways. One was particularly impressive. 
Her music teacher, a kindly gentleman, came 
into the room and sat down by me without say- 
ing a word; just took my hand in his and held 
it for about five minutes in silence; then rose 
and walked out. It seemed to me the most 
eloquent expression of sympathy I had even 
“heard.” I felt his heart beat. 
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